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Art. XX.— The Hypodermic Injection of Morphia. Its History, Advan¬ 
tages , and Dangers. Based on the Experience of 300 Physicians. 

By II. II. Kane, M.D., New York. I2mo. pp. 354. New York: 

Charles L. Bermingham & Co., 1880. 

Wf. well remember to have heard the late Dr. Y illiam Y . Gerhard say 
in his clinical lectures at the Pennsylvania Hospital, that few physicians 
learned how to use opium until alter they had killed two or three patients 
by it. This statement is, we are willing to believe, an exaggerated one ; 
it served, however, to impress upon us, and doubtless upon other members 
of the class, the necessity for caution in prescribing this drug. This little 
book of Dr. Kane will also answer a good purpose by calling attention to 
the fact that the hypodermic administration of morphia is a procedure not 
entirely free from danger, and one, too, which is not to he resorted to in 
every case. 

The author draws the material for his book, principally from the answers 
furnished by physicians both in this country and abroad, to a series ot 
questions which he addressed to the profession, generally through the 
medical journals. These question* have reference chiefly to the dose em¬ 
ployed, the supervention of inflammation or abscess at the point ot puncture, 
the occurrence of death or other accident, and the contraction ot the opium 
habit ns a consequence of the administration of morphia hypodermically. 
It is rather amusing in reading the volume to note the various reasons 
"iven by different observers for the occurrence of abscess. Thus one 
physician attributes his immunity from this accident to the fact that he 
inserts the needle of his syringe deep into the muscles, while another as¬ 
serts that this is the way most certain to bring it about. Olliers refer it, 
and with more reason, to a debilitated condition ot the patient, or to the 
use of needles which have been allowed to become rusty, or foul from want 
of proper cleansing, rather than to tiny special method of making the in¬ 
jection. 

Dr. Kane’s correspondents give him the histories, in more or less detail, 
of 30 cases, in which death occurred after the use of morphia hypodermi¬ 
cally. and was apparently attributable to it. He has heard also ot several 
other cases of which he has not as yet been able to obtain the pat titu¬ 
lars from the gentlemen in whose practice they occurred. In a number 
of these the fatal result cannot be regarded as due in any sense to the ope¬ 
ration, and in others it is, at least, doubtful if it were so produced. There 
remains, however, a sufficient number of cases to teach us caution in the 
use of the hypodermic syringe. In one case death followed the injection 
of one-eighth of a grain during an attack of delirium tremens, and in others 
fatal narcotism was produced by one-sixth of a grain. Other cases are ad¬ 
duced to show that intemperate persons bear morphia badly, and that the 
same is true of patients with contracted kidneys. Attention is also called 
to the necessity for care and circumspection in administering morphia 
hypodermically to patients, who have taken it within a short time by the 
mouth. In one or two cases which are referred to bv the author, absorp¬ 
tion by the stomach seemed to have been delayed until after the injection 
had begun to exert its influence. 

The book is evidently the result of much labour, and its author deserves 
credit for the pains he has taken in collecting information on all points 
bearing upon the hypodermic administration of morphia. He is, however, 
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needlessly diffuse, and he has, perhaps, made a mistake in not adhering to 
liis original intention of embodying the results ot his investigations in two 
or three interesting journal articles. d* 11* 


Art. XXI_ Skin Diseases , including their Definition , Symptoms , 

Diagnosis , Prognosis , Morbid Anatomy , 7 rent meat. A Manual 

for Students and Practitioners . By Malcolm Morris, joint Lec¬ 
turer on Dermatology at St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School, etc. 
With illustrations. 12ino. pp. 320. Philadelphia: Ilenry G. Lea, 1880. 

This book was written, the author states, to supplement, not supplant, 
existing treatises, which should mean tor the purpose of furnishing to the 
student and practitioner later information than other works at their com¬ 
mand contain. It is perhaps true that the demand for such an under¬ 
taking existed among that part ot the profession in Great Britain which is 
unacquainted with the foreign literature of the subject, but the recent^ 
publications of Neumann, Behrend, and Kaposi in Germany, and of 
Duhring in this country, left nothing untouched which this work supplies, 
and represent, indeed, a wider field ot experience. The book, to be judged 
fairly, therefore, must be considered on its own absolute merits. It ma) 
be described as a very fair representation, on the whole, of the German 
school of dermatology, very brief in some parts, and more or less modified 
in others by the individual views ot the author’s English teacher, Mr. 
Hutchinson. As a manual ot cutaneous therapeutics, it may at once be 
said, it is a failure. If the considerable space devoted to the chapters on 
the exanthemata, typhus and enteric fevers, diphtheria, equinia, etc., 
which are more fully treated of in all general and accessible works on 
medicine and surgery, had been used for such full and explicit directions 
tor the treatment of skin diseases proper, as are alone ot any value in the 
management of these affections, we could recommend the book more 
warmly to the practitioner. In some respects it is excellent, especially in 
the pathological anatomy of individual diseases. 

The introductory chapter on anatomy and physiology, founded mainly 
on Biesiadecki’s article in Strieker, is a simple and satisfactory sketch, 
well illustrated. It is a pity that the author felt the official necessity of 
inventing a new plan of classification. Me cannot regard it as an im¬ 
provement on the pre-existing work of the masters in dermatology, and it 
is strangely confused in some parts. For instance, syphilis is included 
among the exudations ; herpes is an exudation, but zoster is a neurosis ; 
many of the keratoses are classed as neoplasmata, not as hypertrophies. 

It is not our purpose to criticize tlie author’s views respecting the indi¬ 
vidual affections of the skin. They are treated of very unequally and in 
many instances far too briefly. His account of eczema, for example, is 
admirable in many respects, clear in description and diagnosis, but ito 
treatment is disposed of in three pages. His management of psoriasis 
requires little more than a page, but in this space there is room foi the 
following statement, which is at least misleading : “ 1 hough the employ¬ 
ment of local treatment without any internal remedy does remo\e the 
external appearance of the disease, a real cure is not effected on account 
of its liability to return. Both modes ot treatment should, therefore, be 



